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Year2021 Actual         DIFF
40000 36,868 39,322 $2,454
40001 Per Capita Interest
40010 Exaltations
40011 Other Interest 2.56$                               
40012 Other Income   $10,474 11,833 $1,359
40012 Other Income:Incorrect Payee 10.00$                            
40012 Other Income:Donations 150.00$                          

     40012A Other Income - Insurance Refund 1,031.00$                       
40020 Annual Convention                             TBD
40021 Grand Office Return $7,000 3,147.00$                       $3,853
40022 Life-Perp Investment Withdrawal TBD

40030 Ritual Sales
40050 General Admin Fund

$53,796 $55,496 $1,700

10011 Grand High Priest 3,000.00$                       

10012 Grand King 1,500.00$                       

10013 Grand Secretary 4,200.00$                       

10014 Jewel Apron & Case 1,000 $500
10015 Grand Treasurer 2,000.00$                       

10016 Grand Scribe 750.00$                          
12,450.00$                     

10022 Youth Charities 800 $900 $100
splict D300 R300 JD200

10023 Masonic Home 100 $100
10024 Donation to GHP Charity (RARA) 400

1,300.00$                         

10031 Triennial 1,000.00$                         $1,000
10032 District Meetings 1,000.00$                         
10033 Summer Assembly 250.00$                            
10034 GHP SE Conference 250.00$                            
10035 Grand King SE Conference 250.00$                            
10036 Grand Scribe SE Conference 250.00$                            
10037 Grand Secretary SE Conference 84.00$                               

3,084.00$                       

10040 Other 500.00$                            
Total Grand Convocation 500.00$                            -$                                 

Propose Budget 2022-2023

40000 INCOME            2022

Total Income

10010 ALLOWANCES

Total Allowances

10020 CHARITIES

Total Charities

10030 MEETINGS

Total Meetings

10040 GRAND CONVOCATION



10051 Office Supplies 500.00$                            
10052 Postage 600.00$                            
10053 Rent 4,000.00$                         
10054 Telephone 800.00$                            

10055a MMS 600.00$                            
10056 Computer Expenses 150.00$                            
10057 Computer Maintenance 150.00$                            
10058 Storage 460.00$                            
10059 Equipment Replacement 500.00$                            

10059a Bond 155.00$                            
7,915.00$                         

10061 General Printing Expense 500.00$                            
10062 Proceedings 1,000.00$                         
10065 Copier Maintenance 100.00$                            
10066 Printing Expenses

1,600.00$                         

10073 Office Manager 9,000.00$                         $6,750 $2,250
10074 Office Temporary Help 1,000.00$                         $750 $250

10,000.00$                       

10081 Florida Corporation Tax 61.25$                               
10082 General Grand Chapter Per Capita 9,000.00$                         $8,523 $477

9,061.25$                         

10091 Education & Training 350 $200 $150
10092 Awards 950 $933 $17
10093 Membership Services -$                                   
10095 Insurance 50.00$                               
10096 Contingencies 2,070.00$                         
10096 Contingencies:DI Apron Cases $662 $662
10090 Transfer to Life-Perpetual Checking TBD
10090 Transfer to Correct Payee $702 $702
10099 Web Hosting 200.00$                            

3,620.00$                         

10102 Bank Service Charges 25
10110 Reserves 2,000 $1,000 $1,000

2,025

51,555.25$                       $2,241

10050 OFFICE EXPENSES

TOTAL EXPENSES

Total Office Expenses

10060 PRINTING

Total Printing

10070 SALARYS, STIPENDS & PAYROLL TAXES

Total Salaries, Stipends & Payroll Tax

10080 TAXES

Total Taxes

10090 SUNDRY

Total Sundry

10100 Miscellaneous

Total Miscellaneous



GRAND CHAPTER, ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF FLORIDA 

INVESTMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 
2021-2022 

The investments under the oversight of the Investment Committee are maintained by our 
investment advisers at Edward Jones & Co., and presently total $1,069,599 as of 31 March 2022, 
up from $1,012,187 a year ago.  This represents a (05.67%) NET increase in Grand Chapter 
invested assets, - after the required 5.00% payout on Perpetual membership funds, and after 
the losses suffered in February and March of 2022.  These dollars are broken up into two major 
portfolios:  
 

 Administrative Account - The first portfolio is the Administrative Account, also 
sometimes referred to as the General Fund.  As of 31 March 2022, the total value was $558,292  
– vs. $555,541 a year ago, for an increase of $2,751, after the decline in values experienced 
during the months of February and March of this year.  This account has a target investment 
mix of 60% equities, and 40% bonds and other fixed instruments. 
 

At 31 December 2021, the total value of this account was $594,157, vs. $533,257 at 31 December 
2020, for an increase of $60,900, or an 11.42% investment return.  It is significant to note that 
our governing documents allow 75% of this annual increase to be included in the Budget for the 
following year, which could currently increase our available funds for charitable and necessary 
operating expenditures by $45,675.   
 

The original primary goal of the Administrative Account was to put the Grand Chapter in a 
position to be able to place less reliance upon Per Capita dues increases in the future, as this 
Fund grew.  Instead of using these funds as originally intended, the funds have been allowed to 
accumulate, while significant Per Capita increases have been recommended and approved in 
recent years.  During this past year, a total of $Zero was paid out of this Fund account.  
 

 Life and Perpetual Account – The second portfolio is the Life and Perpetual Account, 
often referred to as the Sacred Fund.  As of 31 March 2022, the total value was $511,307 – vs. 
$456,646 a year ago, for an increase of $54,661, even after the decline in values experienced 
during the months of February and March of this year, and even after the payout of the 5.0% 
annual perpetual payments to constituent Chapters.  This account has a target investment mix 
of 50% equities, and 50% bonds and other fixed instruments. 
 

At 31 December 2021, the total value of this account was $516,434, vs. $448,051 at 31 December 
2020, for an increase of $68,383, or a 15.26% NET investment return, after the required 5% 
perpetual fund payout. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of myself and the other members of the Investment 
Committee to thank the Most Excellent James F Robertson, MEGHP, for allowing us to serve 
the Grand Chapter this past year. 

Courteously and Fraternally,  

David Rosenthal, Chairman 
Wm. Lee Popham Sr., PHP 
John D. Powell 



The Most Excellent Grand Chapter 
of Royal Arch Masons of Florida 

 

 

 
 

2022  

 

 
 

Report of Finance Committee 
2021-2022 

 
The budget for Most Excellent James F “Robby” Robertson was approved by the Craft during 
our 2021 Florida Grand York Rite Convention. This budget was largely based upon previous 
years budgets and expenses and income reflected their in. All monies expended fell within the 
budget dictates.  
As much of the travel was somewhat restricted due to the lingering effects of the pandemic some 
expenses were less than a normal Capitular year.  
This Committee was not called upon or any issues arise requiring our input. 
We thank Most Excellent Grand High Priest, James F. “Robby” Robertson for allowing us to 
serve him and the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Florida for the year 2021-2022. 
 
Zealously Submitted  
John F. Wermann MEPGHP, KYGCH, OPC Chairman 
Robert C. St John, Grand Treasurer, MIPGM Committeeman 
Henry A. Adams, Rt. Excellent Grand Scribe, REPGC 



COMMITTEE ON MASONIC RELATIONS  
and 

BLUE LODGE REPRESENTATIVES 
 
The Masonic Relations and Blue Lodge Representatives Committee wishes to thank our Most Excellent Grand 
High Priest James F. Robertson, for the privilege of serving on this important committee of the Most Excellent 
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Florida. 
 
The Committee has continued our efforts to bring further light to our Blue Lodge brothers, and have received 
good results. Two of the most prominent examples of our efforts for recruitment have been "Fervency and Zeal" 
and "Circumambulation". Both have been very successful in bringing more light to our Blue Lodges as well as 
increasing interest in York Rite. 
 
Our Blue Lodge Representative Program, which began a couple years ago, encouraged each Chapter, Council 
and Commandery to establish a membership Team to "show our colors" in the Blue Lodges. Most of our 
Chapters are now visiting their lodges in Red Coats. Quite often the red coats will draw questions from  
non-York Rite brothers. This brings a great opportunity to improve or create better relations. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Henry A Adams, Chairman 
Charles Harper II 
                                                                         
 

 



The Most Excellent Grand Chapter 
of Royal Arch Masons of Florida 

 

 

 
 

2022  

 

 
 

Youth Committee Report 
2021-2022 

 
The past two years have been very difficult time for our Florida Youth. The Pandemic with of its 
restrictions has taken its toll on everyone including our Masonic Youth. Having said that I have 
found our Youth strong and steadfast in their resolve keep their organizations moving forward.   
 
Our DeMolay is active and very strong in their teachings of Courtesy, Reverence, Comradeship, 
Fidelity, Cleanness, Love of Family and Patriotism. The very first Chapter of DeMolay in 
Florida is the Paul Revere Chapter which was chartered in November 1920 and is still very 
active. Currently one of the most active Chapters not only in the State of Florida but in the 
Country. C Allen Pattison Chapter of Venice. From the oldest to the newest of the 23 chapters of 
DeMolay for Boys is continuing to be a positive influence on our young men and our Masons of 
tomorrow. 
 
The Florida International Order of Rainbow for girls is continuing to operate under strong 
leadership and teaching Service, Honesty and Leadership. Encouraging all of our Young Women 
self-reliance, public speaking and self-confidence. 
 
Job’s Daughter’s International is struggling despite its wonderful message and teachings. I 
believe there are three Bethels remaining active in Florida. 
 
Thank you Most Excellent Grand High Priest, James F. “Robby” Robertson for allowing me to 
serve you, the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Florida and our Youth for the year 2021-
2022. 
 
Zealously Submitted  
John F. Wermann MEPGHP, KYGCH, OPC Chairman 



THANKS COMMITTEE 
 
On behalf of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest James F. Robertson (Robby) and the Most Excellent 
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Florida, we express our thanks to Most Excellent Past Grand 
High Priest Arthur Ahrens III (A.J.).  We thank you for your dedicated and outstanding leadership during 
the past year. 
 
We express our thanks to the Management and Staff of the Orlando Marriot at Lake Mary for making 
our Grand Convocation pleasant and enjoyable. 
 
We also thank the Convention Committee and all the Companions and their Ladies who volunteered and 
graciously gave their time and efforts to allow this Grand Convocation to run smoothly and effectively. 
 
To our Distinguished Guests that honored us with their presence – thank you for helping us with their 
presence – thank you for helping to make our Grand Convocation such a memorable occasion. 
 
Finally, we thank the Elected and Appointed Officers of the Grand Chapter Line for their time and 
diligence in the performance of their duties. 
 
The Committee on Thanks wishes to express our thanks to M.E. James F. Robertson (Robby) for allowing 
us to serve our Grand Chapter at his discretion. 
 
R.E.C. Charles G. Harper II 
 
Committee Chairman 



CHARTERS, DISPENSATIONS AND BY-LAWS COMMITTEE

Your Committee for the Capitular year 2021-2022 has had no matters referred to it during this
term of office and therefore reports that it’s action are complete.

I would like to thank Most Excellent Companion James F. Robertson, MEGHP, for allowing me
to serve him as well as the Grand Chapter this year.

Respectfully Submitted
William R. Jacobs, MEPGHP, Chairman



ROYAL ARCH RESEARCH ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 2022 

        Donations to our charity RARA unfortunately were down this year by 16%. Total contributions 
were  $16,957.25. Even more disappointing was the fact that only 21 out of our 31 chapters or 67% 
contributed when over the past several years we had worked up to almost 100% participation. Also, 
only 11 out of 31 chapters or 35%  were at 100 % when again in the past we had almost all chapters at 
100%. Even so Florida was first in donations by far in the Eastern section of the country and ranked 
third overall of all jurisdictions. 
 
        I can only think of two reasons for this. First, I think that Covid-19 has finally caught up with us. 
After two years we are weary and still trying to get our lives in order and have less time and energy to 
give to outside causes. Second, obviously the change in the award schedule, making 100% participation 
$5 per man instead of $1 per man is a tremendous increase, especially for chapters with large 
memberships.  
 
        Anyway this is the new reality and we need to look to new and better ways to raise money for 
RARA.  Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and Central Auditory Processing Disorder (CAPD) are 
significant life challenges for the individuals affected and Autism Speaks and The Hearing Health 
Foundation, which are giving multiple research grants to study and treat these problems, depend on the 
funds we raise for them. 

        The following chapters donated or had donated in their name a minimum of $1.00 per member: 

• Monroe No. 15 

• Keystone No. 20 

• Lakeland/Winter Haven No. 29 

• Lake City No. 38 

• Clearwater No. 45 

        The following chapters donated or had donated in their name a minimum of $2.00 per member: 

• Florida No. 1 

• Hallifax No. 5 

• Jacksonville No. 12 

        The following chapters donated or had donated in their name a minimum of $3.00 per member: 

• Gainesville No. 2 

• Joppa No. 28 

• Crestview No. 40 

         
        The following chapter donated or had donated in their name a minimum of $4.00 per member: 

• St. Augustine No. 17 

        The following chapters donated or had donated in its name a minimum of $6.00 per member: 



• Eureka No. 7 

• Eustis No. 33 

      The following chapter donated or had donated in their name a minimum of $8.00 per member: 

• Mt. Horeb No. 6 

        The following chapters donated or had donated in their name a minimum of $11.00 per member: 

• Tampa/Cushing No. 3 

• Highlands No. 64 

        The following chapter donated or had donated in their name a minimum of $12.00 per member: 

• Sarasota No. 35 

        The following chapter donated or had donated in their name a minimum of $13.00 per member: 

• Jericho No. 11       

       The following chapter donated or had donated in their name a minimum of $18.00 per member: 

•  Melbourne No. 59       

      The following chapter donated or had donated in their name a minimum of $19.00 per member:    

• Surf No. 57           

        Contributions were received from the following organizations and individuals: (over $100) 

• Winter Park Lodge No. 239 ----------------------------------------------------------------$250 

• Robert Eisenhardt ----------------------------------------------------------------------------$500 

• Richard Brooks --------------------------------------------------------------------------------$100 

• John B. Phelps York Rite College No. 31 ------------------------------------------------$100 

• Order of the High Priesthood -------------------------------------------------------------$746 

• Henry Jehan -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------$100 

• A.J. Ahrens -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$700 

• Ed Mayfield ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$100 

• Otto Thiergart ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------$500 

• Jerry Miller -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$500 

• Robert St. John --------------------------------------------------------------------------------$1000 

• James Robertson ------------------------------------------------------------------------------$700 

• Robert Phillips ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------$100 

• Steve Steele ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$1000  

   The following chapters have contributed 100% for a number of consecutive years. (Number of years 
in parentheses) 

• Crestview No. 40 (18) 

• Eureka No. 7 (25) 



• Eustis No. 33 (6) 

• Gainesville No. 2 (29) 

• Highlands No. 64 (6) 

• Jericho No. 11 (4) 

• Melbourne No. 59 (9) 

• Mt Horeb No. 6 (23)  

• Sarasota No. 35 (34) 

• Surf No. 57 (9) 

• Tampa/Cushing No. 3 (4)         

     Remember gifts are tax deductible as we are a 501 (c) 3 organization. Individuals may contribute 
directly by check, by workplace giving with matching funds, or by smile.Amazon, whereby Amazon 
donates 0.5% of your total purchase to the charity of your choice. And your Chapter gets the credit. 
Another new idea which I liked a lot was the use of a challenge donation, whereby a companion makes 
a large donation and challenges his companions to match it. Also please consider RARA in your estate 
planning. All donations should be sent to me directly and I will forward them on so that you and your 
chapter will get the proper credit. If I have omitted giving credit to anyone or made mistakes I 
apologize in advance, as I try to keep as accurate records as I can so as not to offend anyone or group. 
If corrections need to be made please contact me. I wish to thank Most Excellent James F. Robertson 
for the opportunity to serve the Grand Chapter in this capacity. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Harry V. Eisenberg, M.D. 
Most Excellent Past Grand High Priest, RAM of Florida 
Deputy General Grand High Priest Royal Arch Masons International Southeast Region 
State Chairman RARA 
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The Grand hisTorian LecTure  
 

“american cincinnaTus” 
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THE GRAND HISTORIANS LECTURE  

“AMERICAN CINCINNATUS” 

Compiled by Glenn E. Chandler, MEPGHP, MIPGM, KYGCH, 
OPC 

Ex. Grand Historian for Grand Chapter RAM of FLA 2021-2022 
May 17, 2022 A.D., 2552 A.I. 

Many of us already know quite a lot about George Washington, 

especially his role as Commander in Chief of the Continental Army, 

as President of the Constitutional Convention, or being the first 

President of the United States.  However, prior to all this, he was 

simply a Freemason from the Colony of Virginia. 

If George Washington were to become a Mason today, a large 

edifice would be needed to accommodate the Brethren at his 

initiation.  But on the evening of November 4, 1752, only fourteen 

men gathered in a small Lodge room in the village of 

Fredericksburg to confer the Entered Apprentice Degree on a young 

gentleman farmer and surveyor, not yet twenty-one years of age. 

Four months later he was Passed to the Degree of Fellow Craft and, 

five months after that date, on August 4, 1753, he was raised to the 

Sublime Degree of Master Mason.  

Five months after Washington was Raised, the first unquestioned 

minutes of a Lodge recording the conferring of the Royal Arch 

Degree are those from the Lodge at Fredericksburg Virginia for 

December 22, 1753. Apparently the Lodge was acting under 
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immemorial right and probably following the custom of conferring 

the Royal Arch Degree in the Lodge as a fourth degree. 

What opinion did he form of the Fraternity? In his own words he 

stated, “The Masonic lessons I learned on my admission to Masonry 

and my contact and conversation with prominent Masons thereafter 

were of the greatest encouragement in after years when I 

encountered and underwent several trials, especially those of 

commencement and during the Revolution.” 

Many Americans aren’t aware of the many trials and hardships 

Washington faced as Commander of the Continental Army, much 

less that the American Revolution lasted for a period of eight long 

years. The quote that really says it all for me is the question he 

asked upon assuming command of the Continental Army early in 

1775 and is, “Are these the men with which I am to defend 

America?”  

The General was a keen judge of character; he knew how to “size a 

man up”.  Accordingly he picked his aides carefully. Of the twenty-

nine major generals on his staff, ten can be verified as Freemasons. 

Washington was essentially a man of action. He planned his 

campaigns in hours of deep reflection, upon which no intrusion was 

permitted. He was not a talker; he gave confidences to few; but 

mentally he rehearsed every part of his strategy-and everyone’s part 

in it until every possible  
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movement, with all that it might entail, stood out in bold relief in 

the background of his mind. Contingencies were provided for: 

accidents considered; the unexpected especially guarded against. 

His favorite strategy (learned from the Indians) was to catch the 

enemy by surprise. Because the Redcoats expected surprise attacks 

at dawn, he recommended midnight. “A dark night and even a rainy 

one will contribute to your success,” said the Old Fox to his staff at 

councils of war. He took great precautions to prevent any leakage 

of his plans. Even major generals were, until the very moment of 

action, kept in ignorance. He believed strongly in reliable 

intelligence reports and overcame his natural stinginess to pay well 

for them. Washington lived in fear of enemy spies but that didn’t 

keep him from setting up his own elaborate spy network to gather 

information and to spread misinformation. Throughout the war, he 

was his own intelligence director. He proved himself a master of 

the game, running as many as a half dozen spy rings in Philadelphia 

and New York, and constantly urged his generals to follow suit. 

More than once he permitted British spies to rummage among his 

private papers-which had been carefully “doctored” for the 

occasion; with the result of directing the enemy attention to 

quarters where it would be least likely to interfere with 

Washington’s projects. At Valley Forge, he manufactured 

documents in his own handwriting, full of returns from imaginary 

infantry and cavalry regiments.   Even the famous Christmas 
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evening crossing of the Delaware River that led to the victory at 

Trenton was set into motion by a spy Washington had personally 

recruited to pose as a loyalist butcher. The disguise was so 

convincing that Washington had to issue an order protecting the 

wife and children of the man he described as a “notorious Tory.” 

The night before the crossing, Washington had spent Christmas Eve 

brooding over the state of an army dressed in tatters and preparing 

to leave him within the week due to enlistment expirations. He had 

come up then with the countersign for the attack on Trenton, and he 

issued it on the riverbank, to be passed along the ranks. It was 

“Victory or death.” 

The logistics of the Trenton Campaign of 1776 had been turned over 

once again to Colonel Henry Knox, the Boston bookseller who had 

overseen the dragging of cannon from Fort Ticonderoga. Knox, who 

stood six foot three and weighed two hundred and eighty pounds, 

had a deep bass voice that carried over the roar of the Delaware. 

When the advance guard had reached the other bank and secured the 

landing site, Washington boarded one of the boats. Soldiers were 

amused that the sharp wind had turned his nose bright red. 

Otherwise, the optimistic mood of the march had given way to 

uneasiness. Few men were dressed for the bitter chill, and sleet was 

threatening to dampen their ammunition. But General Washington 

was determined to be cheerful. As he stepped over men to get to 

where Henry Knox was sitting he hailed him coarsely, at least in 
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Knox’s version. Few men ever penetrated Washington’s careful 

reserve, and as his every word quickly went the rounds, it was 

usually touched up in the retelling. His troops enjoyed hearing that 

on this night Washington had nudged Knox with the toe of his boot 

and said, “Shift that fat ass, Harry. But slowly, or you’ll swamp the 

damned boat!” 

Over the years I have read various articles that inferred that 

Washington considered himself such an aristocrat that he refused to 

shake hands but bowed instead. At the close of the Revolution, after 

victory was achieved the following event took place.  At noon on 

Tuesday, December 4, 1783, his officers in New York held a 

farewell dinner for him at Fraunces Tavern on Pearl Street. When 

the General arrived, his men seemed to hold their breath. No one 

spoke. Washington filled his glass with wine and raised it. “With a 

heart full of love and gratitude,” he began, “I now take leave of 

you.” Washington wished for them that their days ahead would be 

as prosperous and happy, as the days behind them had been glorious 

and honorable. His officers took up their glasses. Then Washington 

said, “I cannot come to each of you, but I shall feel obliged if each 

of you come and take me by the hand.” General Henry “Ox” Knox 

was nearest. As he grasped the General’s hand, Washington’s face 

was bathed in tears and they embraced silently. After that, each 

officer came forward and kissed Washington on the cheek. The only 

sound was weeping.  
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No one present that day was more eager for peace than Washington. 

At the age of fifty-one, he had spent the last eight and a half years in 

uniform. In all those years he had been home to Mount Vernon for 

only three days; since the Continental Congress had given him 

command of a rustic rabble in 1775, he had lived in 280 borrowed 

houses. His once-auburn hair had gone gray; pale and haggard, his 

cougar-like head was wrinkled from a decade of worry, struggle, 

and sadness. 

Yet there was something calm in his features, and he was still 

imposing in the saddle. A giant for his time, a full head taller than 

most men, Washington’s 209 pounds were spread over a taut six-

foot-four-and-a-half-inch frame. Wherever he went, crowds 

gathered to see the ramrod-straight man on the tall warhorse Ajax. 

But Washington had endured enough of war, uniforms, and flattery. 

The hero worship from strangers displeased him. Too many of his 

best friends had died before this day. He only wanted to go home to 

Mount Vernon. 

When George Washington died on the 14th of December in 1799 at 

the age of sixty-seven, he was laid to rest with Masonic Funeral 

Ceremonies. He had written his own epitaph 2 1/2 years previously. 

Simple and eloquent, it declares: “I Have Acted Upon the Square.” 

Companions, thank you for your attention. 
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